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With all sorts of weather predictions forecast for the 
weekend, Friday was a lovely 
day enjoyed by those who had 

managed 
to arrive 
early.   
Sadly, 

Donovan and Edwina Williams 
could not join us.    All 
members including our 
visitors had arrived by sunset and setup to retire around 

the fires that created the 
ambiance for catch-up 
stories since our last 
outspan. Those with 
smaller children chose to 

retire earlier than others, but the conversations were 
enjoyable, especially the Forbes family who arrived last 
after fetching their newly purchased caravan and taking 
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their maiden voyage to Melkbosdtand. 

 
We were greeted with a slightly overcast Saturday morning 
while everyone went about their own business as families 
collected the last of their ingredients to prepare for our 
very first ‘Christmas Outspan’. Every family had 
volunteered to prepare their own meal and our dinner 
would be in the form of bring and share for everyone. By 
mid-afternoon the camp was filled with various aromas 
produced by the various chefs as the meals were being 
prepared. 

 By 
now most camping rigs had been decorated with festive 
trimmings, lights and all sorts of décor while Angel and 
Deon had young and small harnessing their creative skills as 
the miniature Christmas trees and table décor was 
constructed to decorate the tables.  
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By 19h00 all were 
ready and we enjoyed dinner which varied from glazed 
gammon, chicken curry, gourmet pasta, roast pork, roast 
lamb, and veggies and salads to die for. Before dessert was 
enjoyed, we merrily sang some Christmas carols to get the 
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atmosphere going. 

Santa, or should I 
say all three of them entertained the children as the gifts 
were distributed to the younger campers.  What 

a glorious 
evening was spent which could not even be disrupted by the 
intermittent rain that made a late appearance. By midnight 
everyone had retired after a fun filled day. 
Sunday morning was fresh and wet after the nights rain 
which just freshened up everything. Our indaba started at 
10h00 with some late stragglers slipping in at 10h06 for 
reasons not to be divulged here. After indaba tea and the 
last of dessert was enjoyed before everyone started 
packing and heading off home. Another wonderful weekend 
was enjoyed by all in attendance and we look forward to 
our next outspan. 
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                             Benny & Desiree’ Pietersen 
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