
 

 

TTRREEKKKKEERRSS  OOUUTTDDOOOORR  RREECCRREEAATTIIOONN  CCLLUUBB  

 LAAGER 1 NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2020 
 
  

 

 
 
Hi Everyone 
 
It is so wonderful to be able to send out another newsletter just a month after the last and 
with the exciting news of another outspan on the horizon!  We are on the up and up now in 
our Stage 1 ‘new norm’ and let us hope that the trajectory just keeps going in that direction. 
We are living the history and historians always have a name for the different periods in our 
civilization - Stoneage, Jurassic, Bronze, AD, BC etc. etc. so I think I will refer to our ‘new 
normal’ as AC19 [after Covid19]. 
 
But life does go on, albeit differently. but we still have birthdays to celebrate and this month 
we are celebrating the birthdays of  .. 
… 

7   Sandra Acton 

7   Antonette Mouton 

25   Hugh Acton 

 

 

    Happy,   happy 

birthday to all of you 

 
And now, our next Outspan will be held at  … 
 

NEXT OUTSPAN:   MacNICOL’S CARAVAN PARK: 16 - 18  OCTOBER 2020 
   RIVER VIEW SITES 1 - 9 
          

OUTSPAN FEES: Per adult per night R172.00 

Per pensioner per night R114.00 

 Per Child per night R85.00 

 DISC FEE R5.00 

 

Please, if possible, pay these by EFT - details below - thanx 

 

A couple of us are thinking of going a day or so earlier [making up for 

some of the caravanning days we have missed this year]- how about 

joining us!!   Please let me know if you decide to do so. 

 

CHAIRMAN: Hugh Acton  Tel:  031 464 6113    Mob: 083 326 2084 

  Email:  raba@mweb.co.za 
VICE CHAIRMAN:                John Morgan   Tel: 039 975 9721   Mob: 082 781 7251 
        Email: jhmorgan1946@gmail.com   

SECRETARY:                Joan van Prooijen    Tel:  039 975 9725  Mob: 07 2388 5477 

        Email: joanfredvanp525@gmail.com  

TREASURER: Fred van Prooijen Tel:  039 975 9725  Mob: 082 976 7830  

  Email:  joanfredvanp525@gmail.com 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Antonette Mouton              Mob: 083 227 5434  

        Email:  antonettem@payrollts.co.za  
               Les Prinsloo                 Tel: 039 976 0283 Mob: 072 590 4292   
                  bprinsloo@mweb.co.za  
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All Covid19 restrictions to be in force. 
 
Plans for the weekend are: 
 
FRIDAY p.m. Arrive and settle  

SATURDAY ± 2.00 p.m.         Please bring a plate of sweet 
or savoury goodies for our tea 
table - thank you 

SATURDAY ± 7.00 pm: Braai time - please bring a 
salad for the communal table 

SUNDAY: Do your own 
 
 
Don’t forget you can pay your Outspan fees with an EFT to our banking account 
 [so Fred doesn’t have to handle money] 
[just don’t forget to send Fred a copy of your deposit]: 

BANK:  FNB 

NAME:  B F van PROOIJEN EASY ACCOUNT 

BRANCH CODE: 260 225 

ACCOUNT No. 62693349823 
 

 

And for all of you who, for one reason or another, unfortunately couldn’t make it, here 

is Hugh’s account of our first Outspan since lockdown… 

 
With Laager 1’s last Outspan being at Marlon way back in March, it was with some trepidation that 
Sandra and I set out on Thursday morning to go to the Queensburgh Caravan Resort. Fortunately 
the traffic was almost non-existent, and we arrived very relaxed after the 5  minute journey there. 
 
We were the first to arrive, with the Park looking in magnificent condition. Of the 8 families that 
were initially going to Queensburgh, the number was whittled down to four families for various 
reasons. Having said that, Outspans were never necessarily about numbers; more about having fun, 
which we certainly did. 
 
While setting up I received a call from Mike and Barbara [Green], and Holly the sheep dog, seeking 
directions. Although this was not their first visit to the park, an incorrect left turn instead of a right, 
saw them go way off course. I managed to get them back on track, and met them at the top of the 
hill just to make sure. This of course did come at a cost to Mike on Sunday during Rip-off. 
 

Fred and Joan rolled in next, and parked opposite us. Like Sandra and I, they were also slightly out 
of kilter with setting up after such a long 6 month break between Outspans. Noticing that Fred was 
just about to thread his awning after “levelling” his caravan, I just had to have a word. It was all 
“down hill” from the back of his caravan to the nose. So it was a case of, “Jacks-up” again, re-level, 
and “Jacks- down”. 
 
The weather was stunning, so after all the drama setting up, a nice “cold one” went down well. 
While putting up the flag polls etc, I noticed a few quizzical looks coming from Barbara’s side. Once 
this task was completed with the flags happily flying, Barbara came over to me and confided that 
she initially thought I was erecting a “wash-line”. Yes, she did pay. 
 

 



 

 

Thursday evening was fine and mild while sitting around the fire. We had one or two rain breaks 
over a period of time, and all finally called time around 22H00. 
Friday dawned bright and sunny, and after breakfast I took a quick drive home to fetch my news 
paper, and settled down in the sun. Mark and Vanessa arrived later that day, and after sorting out 
his, for-ever temperamental lights, we all sat around catching up on all their family news. Friday 
evening was again spent around the fire with no rain at all this time. 
 

On Saturday morning Joan and Sandra went shopping for provisions for the Pork Rib Braai that 
night. Around Tea Time we had two of our prospective new Members arrive within minutes of each 
other. First was Kurt and Rosalee who have already completed two Outspans, followed shortly by 
Johan and Anzelle who are very keen to join a Caravan Club. The Tea time eats were as usual of a 
high standard, and pretty soon the beers and wine also came out making it a very festive afternoon. 
While Johan and Anzelle had to leave, Kurt and Rosalee stayed on for the delicious Pork Rib braais 
with chips and salad. In fact they only left because of the curfew, and had to be home by 22H00. 
The rest of us finally got to bed with full tummies well after 23H00 after a stunning day, and great 
company. 
 
Sunday was another beautiful sunny day. Everybody was duly “Ripped-Off” by myself, after which 
we all just chilled out until well after lunch. 
 
It was a great weekend away, and so nice to be back on an Outspan with our Trekker friends. 
See you All at MacNicols. 
 

Hugh. 

 
Yes, it was a great weekend especially as I had felt a bit of trepidation about resuming 
caravanning but all my worries were for nothing - it all worked well and we were once again 
all together, if a little bit apart!! MacNicols, here we come! 
 
NEWS … NEWS … NEWS … 
 
As Hugh mentioned, we were originally going to have 8 or 9 vans at Queensburgh but, one 
by one, we received calls advising of problems…. 
 
Antonette was self-isolating after she started flu-like symptoms after one of their trips to 
Philipstown - do hope you are now feeling much better. 
 
The Morgans were also in isolation after Jackie had tests done at the local hospital - no 
problems, all is well  thank goodness. 
 
The Rosalee and Kurt were all packed and ready to go when the caravan developed a 
‘problem’ - hope said problem is all sorted out. 
 
The Morris’s have had a series of events which started when Cathy asked Fred for 
information on a caravan mover [don’t you have a motorhome??? - or do you???]  I think 
we need to hear the whole correct version, chapter and verse, of the story from the horse’s 
mouth - can’t wait. 
 
Colin and Colleen were going to join us during the weekend, but unfortunately Colin has 
been in hospital and is now sporting a new hip and he tells me he is doing very well. Keep 
up the good work and we hope to see you both again soon.  [I have been watching a series 
on Pompeii and wonder what the archeologists of the future will make of all the plastic, steel 
plates, pins, screws and silicone implants the skeletons contain - maybe they will think 



 

 

these were our precious possessions!  As someone who has one or more of the above, I 
say that they definitely are!!]  
 

Please email me to let me know IF and WHEN you will be caravanning at MacNicols 

as soon as possible please. Hope to see you all there. 

 

 

And don’t forget:     

 
Please all look after yourselves,  

 

Keep safe, keep well,  

 
luv 

 

JOAN 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      

     

 

Worry is like a rocking chair; 

It gives you something to do 

But never gets you anywhere! 


